
SOAR Speech & Debate Club Policy Manual- DRAFT
2011/2012 Season Schedule- tentative dates
First Semester-

September 8- First club meeting 

Sept 15, 22, 29

Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27

Nov. 3*, 10, 17 (no meeting the 24)

       Possible Cincy practice tournament first weekend in November (*Nov. 3rd setting up)
December 1, 8, (no club, 15, 22, 29)

Second Semester- Tentative based on tournament dates
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26 

Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23

Mar. 1, 8*, 15, 22, 29  


* likely off for spring break
Apr. (Regionals are usually this month)

Class Time:

10:30- 12:25 Team Policy Track
12:35-2:30 Speech Track
2:30 - 4:30 LD Track (possible to do from 10:30-12:30 during TP?)
Club Time Structure (note: Vickie and Amber will talk to Michelle to nail this down)
Mrs. Rocheleau will be coordinating a rotation schedule to students can get more individualized feedback from coach, parents, and other students.

(maybe this means we can put parents on a rotation of when they come to give feedback?)

The idea is that when students get their piece completely memorized, they get general ideas from Mrs. Zimmerman (character analysis, general blocking), and then rotate through club critique, parent critique, and final critique with Mrs. Zimmerman. By the time they get to Mrs. Zimmerman again, she can help fine tune the piece.
Dress Code

In Club- absolute modesty-  be sure to wear clothing that doesn’t fall open when giving your speech (bending over or squatting down, or when lifting up your arms)
At tournaments- follow ncfca tournament attire guidelines
Class Credits/Grades

Parents have the responsibility of assigning credits/grades to their children if they so choose.  Coaches will give input is asked.  

Participation Requirements

Students are expected to participate in class with one interp and one platform. We also expect each student to do their best to make it to one tournament, if only the practice tournament in Middletown. This will contribute greatly to their growth. 
As tournaments come up, participants in tournaments will get priority for club time/attention. As soon as you decide to participate in a tournament, let Vicki Rocheleau know so you can be allotted time with the speech coach before the tournament.
Responsibilities of TP Debate Coach


Debate coach has the right of approval for choosing TP debate partners.  The exception to this rule is sibling teams. This is at the request of our 2011/2012 TP Debate Coach. TP partners will be matched with students in the SOAR club unless there are extenuating circumstances, which will be determined on a case by case basis. The principle is, we want SOAR students to partner within the club. It will be a benefit to both members of the team if they are learning together in the class. 
Relationships


No public displays of affection. 
Speech & Case selections:


All speeches and debate cases must be run by the coaches before being used in a tournament. In the case of questionable material, in order to preserve God-honoring integrity, coaches have final say in approval or disapproval of speeches and debate cases.
Fees/Costs

$45 per student per track per semester. 

Speech- done by
Speech captains must have at least one speech completely memorized for the first class.

Parent Responsibilities:
Stay if you can. If you don’t want to come on a given week, don’t. If you’ve got to work, we get it. It’s all cool. Parents will be required to help recruit judges and help at local tournaments.
Local Tournaments 

For both practice and qualifying tournaments, local clubs (parents and students) will be responsible for different jobs of putting on a tournament (set up/tear down)

Requirements at Tournaments
Support your fellow club members as much as possible at tournaments. Support everyone evenly, but especially encourage novices. 
Chaperoning children at tournaments
Chaperones need to realize they need to judge enough times to accommodate the other parent who isn’t there.  “At least judge 2 rounds for each student you are chaperoning.”

If you, as the parent, are not attending, you need to get involved in finding/recruiting a community judge to fill your slots.

Safety policies when walking around at tournaments - don’t walk alone 

