Why should I do an interp?  What’s the purpose?
(Taken from the book The Art of Interpretation by Nicholas R. Elledge)
Interpretations…
· Present an opportunity to convey a message.

· Improve animation and effectiveness of all other types of speaking.

· Enhance the way you analyze movies and plays.

· Encourage you to read great literature.

· Guide you to better comprehend and understand literature (or reading standardized tests).

· Help you to be more outgoing or define your energy (a social spur or a bridle).

· May enable you to win a forensics scholarship or speech contest.

· Teach you to analyze psychology of others and yourself.

· Practice goal setting and perseverance.

· Improve memorization.

· ARE FUN!!!!!

Emily’s Top Ten Tips for Choosing and Cutting an Interp:

1. You must love the piece.  Trust me, if you don’t like your piece, it will show in your performance and will be less enjoyable for an audience to watch.  You also don’t want to be stuck with something you hate for the whole speech season!

2. Make sure the piece meets the NCFCA requirements.  The ISBN number is your best friend!

3. There should be a distinct plot line with a climax.  Make sure that there is a beginning, middle, and end to the story.  Otherwise, the piece could appear boring or long.
4. Choose a piece with 5 characters or fewer.  Have at least 2 characters to make the story interesting, but a piece with too many characters may be hard to follow.  If you find a piece that you really enjoy, but it has too many characters, see if you can cut out or combine some of the minor characters.
5. Characters should be distinguishable.  Make sure that you can distinguish your characters from each other with your vocal and physical delivery.

6. Make sure the piece has more dialogue than narration.  Too much narration can disrupt the piece and slow the action. HELPFUL TRICK – Turn narration into dialogue by changing pronouns and verb tense.  

7. Omit unnecessary words, description, or narration.  Cut things such as the “said” words after lines of dialogue and take out/shorten long sections of description and narration.

8. Get a second opinion. Once you’ve cut your piece, make sure you get other opinions from parents, coaches, and/or captains before you go all-out on the speech and memorize it.  Even before you are able to work with Mrs. Zimmerman on your performance, make sure you get a second opinion.
9. Watch other people.  If you haven’t watched an interp before, or you’re looking for extra ideas, look up “NCFCA speeches” on YouTube. It’s really helpful (and a lot of fun)!

10. You must love the piece.  Wait…didn’t we already go over this?  Yes we did!  See point #1.  This is one of the most important parts of picking a piece!  Start by picking something you like, then stretch out your wings and SOAR! (Yes, I really did need to add that pun here). (
Need Inspiration or Ideas?
· Look at the book ideas list.  I can email it to those of you who don’t already have it.
· YouTube!  Suggested links below.
Humorous:  
Loren Crisp - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_CeDV8w75g  (SOAR alumni!)

Cody Cessna - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4ubzbtMkB8 

Timothy Warren - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLz_1tLeKg0 

Duo:

Bermudez/Lee - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvgI7aqyISY&feature=related 
Clayton/Clayton - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDzUFg5cLVk 
Open:  
Since this is a new topic, but since the pieces in this category will be similar to HI and DI speeches, searching either dramatic or humorous interps.  If you want to see an example of a classic piece, here is my dramatic interp from last year.
Emily Meinerding – http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PoU0assoAR0 
Original:  
This is also a new topic.  Since it is original, I guess you’ll just have to be creative (
Questions?
You can email me (Emily) at dramagirl1996@gmail.com or contact me through facebook with any questions.  
Ask Mrs. Snowden or other experienced parents/competitors.

Also – to find the NCFCA rules for interps, to www.ncfca.org
